
2020 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW NOW

www.alalm.org



www.alalm.org

www.alalm.org



Where to Get Help

• Municipal Clerks
• SOS
• Attorney General
• Probate Judge
• Board of Registrars
• Election Equipment Supplier (ESS, county, etc.)
• League

IMPORTANT DATES

• February 25th – Last day to change salaries
• July 2nd – Last day to establish qualification fees
• July 7th - Candidates can officially qualify
• July 21st – Last day to Qualify 
• July 28th - Absentee balloting starts
• Aug. 25th – Election Day
• September 1st – Canvassing results
• October 6th – Run-off Election Day
• November 2nd – Officials Take Office 



IMPORTANT DATES:
Fair Campaign Practices Act

IMPORTANT DATES:
League Orientation Sessions

• Birmingham – Oct. 21-22, 2020
• Mobile – Oct. 26-27, 2020
• Huntsville – Nov. 5-6, 2020
• Montgomery – Nov. 12-13, 2020



Changes to Election Laws 
from 2019 Legislative Session

Voter Registration Deadline

• State/County Election - 14 days
• Municipal Election - 10 days
• Act 2019-538 made them 

consistent
• Must be registered to vote 14 

days prior to municipal election



Statement of Economic 
Interests - Candidates

• Act 2019-529 
• Prior: when candidates qualified they were required 

to simultaneously file SEI with Ethics Commission
• Now have up to 5 days AFTER qualification to file SEI 

with Ethics Commission
• Name CANNOT appear on ballot if SEI not filed 

properly
• PROBLEM?

Photographing Ballots

• Act 2019-370
• Class A misdemeanor to “photograph a ballot, 

other than an individual’s own ballot or to 
reveal another voter’s ballot in a manner that 
would disclose its contents to anyone other 
than an individual lawfully assisting the voter.”

• OK to photograph your own ballot



Absentee Voter I.D.

• Act 2019-507
• Prior: voter submitted I.D. with the Ballot
• Voter now submits I.D. with the Application
• “an absentee ballot shall not be issued unless 

the required identification is submitted with 
the absentee ballot application.” 

Reasons for Voting Absentee

• Person is a caregiver for a family member to 
the second degree of kinship and the family 
member is confined to his or her home



Reasons for Voting Absentee

• Person is incarcerated in prison or jail and has 
not been convicted of a felony involving moral 
turpitude as provided in Section 17-3-30.1.

Emergency Absentee

• Person required by employer under unforeseen 
circumstances within 5 days of election to be 
unavailable to vote at the polls on election day

• Person is a caregiver of a person who requires 
emergency treatment by a licensed physician 
within 5 days of the election

• Person has a family member to the second 
degree of kinship who dies within 5 days of the 
election



List of Absentee Voters

Disabled Voters

• Act 2019-359
• SOS to establish procedures for 

permanent absentee status
• Signed and notarized by primary 

physician



2020 Legislative Session

• League bill re: SEI for 2020 Municipal 
Elections
• SOS Run-off bill – shorten time to 4 

weeks to parallel state 
• League/SOS – back up qualification 

into June to allow for plenty of time 
to prepare ballots

QUESTIONS?

Call the League Legal Department!
(334)262-2566

Lori Lein, General Counsel
loril@alalm.org

Rob Johnston, Asst. General Counsel
robj@alalm.org

Tenee’ Frazier, Asst. General Counsel
teneej@alalm.org


